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VISITOR 
May 25,1979 
f Does God Always Answer Prayer? 
The late Dr. A. W. Tozer examines this question 
with disturbing candor. — page 3 
Glimpses of God's Grace 
Two Messiah College faculty members —Howard 
Landis and Edward Kuhlman—visit that part of 
Europe which was first visited by the Apostle Paul 
and report on Christian contacts in this cradle of 
Western Christianity. — page 4 
I Thought You'd Never Ask! 
Bruce Jones, Director of Evangelism, Baptist 
General Conference, relates that church's 1979 
emphasis upon prayer and their goal to "Double in 
a Decade"— a term which should sound familiar to 
readers of the Visitor. — page 8 
Son, You're Coming Home Soon" 
We are well-advised to be modest as we face the 
mystery of death. The biblical assurance that the 
Christian makes this journey accompanied by the 
One who has gone before is the Christian's hope 
and the certain reality. The inexplicable peace and 
joy experienced in this account gives it a ring of 
integrity. — page 14 
On the Reading of Church Bulletins 
Church bulletins are epistles in reverse—letters 
from the churches. The Editor makes some 
observations after ten years of reading these 
^ letters. — page 15 
Religious News 
Exiled ( g a n d a n Bishop l e a d s 
R c t i t a l s in M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
An e s t i m a t e d 3 ,500 people a t t e n d e d 
sessions of a week- long series of revival 
mee t ings in the M a s s a c h u s e t t s Ep i scopa l 
d iocese , led by r e fugee Angl i can Bishop 
Fes to K ivenge re of U g a n d a . 
Th is w a s the first mission held in the 
Ep i scopa l Diocese of M a s s a c h u s e t t s s ince 
1950. O r g a n i z e r s said Bishop Kivengere 
wa.s invited to p reach t he 1979 mission 
because of his exper iences in leading a vital 
and g r o w i n g c h u r c h , a n d his qua l i f i c a t i ons 
as an o u t s t a n d i n g T h i r d W o r l d evangel is t 
and c h u r c h m a n of the Ang l i can fa i th . T h e 
b i shop and his wi fe lied U g a n d a in 1977 
a f t e r an off ic ia l r epo r t of his dea th had 
been c i r cu la t ed by Idi A m i n ' s r eg ime . 
B i shop Kivengere was asked f requen t ly 
d u r i n g the renewal m e e t i n g s a b o u t the 
s i tua t ion in his h o m e l a n d . Whi le clear ly 
s t a t i n g his oppos i t ion t o A m i n ' s rule, he 
spen t l i t t le l ime s p e a k i n g of the m u r d e r s 
and pe r secu t ion , p r e f e r r i n g to d iscuss the 
p o w e r s of the Spi r i t ac t ive in the U g a n d a 
C h u r c h . 
Pub l i she r to I ssue I pda ted 
\ ersion of k i n g J a m e s Bible 
A n u p d a t e d revision of the N e w T e s t a -
m e n t of t h e K ing J a m e s Bible ha s been 
c o m p l e t e d by a t e a m of 119 e d i t o r s and 
s c h o l a r s . S c h e d u l e d for publ ica t ion in J u n e 
by T h o m a s Nelson Publ i shers , the revised 
K J V New T e s t a m e n t is the result of m o r e 
than four ye a r s of work by an in te rna t iona l 
t e a m . Each scholar was required to sign a 
s t a t e m e n t of c o m m i t m e n t to the insp i ra -
t ion and infall ibi l i ty of Sc r ip tu re . 
Dr . A r t h u r I. F a r s t a d , ret i red p ro fe s so r 
of New T e s t a m e n t at Da l las Theo log ica l 
S e m i n a r y , was ed i tor of the New Tes t a -
men t of t he revised K J V . H e says it will be 
u n i q u e a m o n g m o d e r n t r a n s l a t i o n s 
because it is the only o n e which ref lects the 
" m a j o r i t y t e x t " concept of m a n u s c r i p t 
select ion used by the or iginal t eam tha t 
p roduced the King J a m e s Version in 1611. 
Whi l e the revised KJV includes such 
c h a n g e s a s subs t i tu t ing m o r e c o n t e m -
p o r a r y t e r m s fo r such words as " t h e e , " 
" t h o u " " s h o u l d s t , " and " d o e t h , " and ad-
di t ion of quo ta t ion m a r k s to set o f f 
d ia logue , the scho la r s worked to preserve 
the o r ig ina l c a d e n c e of the verses as 
t r ans la t ed in the 1611 King J a m e s Vers ion . 
In this w a y , they tried to m a k e the King 
J a m e s t ex t m o r e u n d e r s t a n d a b l e fo r 
m o d e r n r e a d e r s while avoiding col lo-
qu ia l i sms and prose me te r s that s o m e 
people llnd ob j ec t i onab l e in o ther m o d e r n -
l anguage Bibles. 
T h e Old T e s t a m e n t will be ready by 
1981, the publ isher a n n o u n c e d . 
Bill Would Set up P e a c e l und 
T o R e e e i u ' \ \ a r Ob jec to r s ' T a x e s 
T a x p a y e r s consc ien t ious ly opposed to 
w a r would have the op t ion of channe l ing 
thei r taxes t o non-mi l i t a ry pu rposes under 
a bill i n t roduced in the S e n a t e . A l t h o u g h 
even s u p p o r t e r s give the bill little c h a n c e of 
pas sage in this session of Congress , t he re is 
continued to page seven 
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From the Editor 
T h e a r t i c l e o n p a g e t h r e e t a k e s u s t o G r e e c e . T h e r e , w i t h 
a g r o u p o f M e s s i a h s t u d e n t s , w h o s e i n t e r e s t in G r e e c e w a s 
b o t h a n c i e n t a n d m o d e r n , w e s h a r e in f e l l o w s h i p w i t h s o m e 
o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s in t h a t c o u n t r y . 
O n e c a n n o t h e l p b u t o b s e r v e t h a t h e r e in t h e c r a d l e o f 
W e s t e r n C h r i s t i a n i t y t h e e v a n g e l i c a l w i t n e s s is so s m a l l in 
n u m b e r . W h a t is t r u e in G r e e c e is t r u e f o r m o s t o f 
E u r o p e — t h e l a n d o f t h e R e f o r m e r s , t h e h i s t o r i c c e n t e r o f 
C h r i s t e n d o m , a n d a s o u r c e o f t h e m i s s i o n a r y t h r u s t o f t h e 
p a s t s e v e r a l c e n t u r i e s is n o w p o s t - c h r i s t i a n . 
M e m b e r s h i p is d e c l i n i n g in t h e c h u r c h e s o f B r i t a i n . A t 
t h e s a m e t i m e t h e g r o w t h o f t h e c h u r c h in S o u t h A m e r i c a 
a n d A f r i c a is o n e o f t h e e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n s o f t h e t i m e s . I t 
is a l m o s t c e r t a i n t h a t t h e r o l e w h i c h t h e " w e s t " h a s h a d in 
f o r m i n g C h r i s t i a n t h o u g h t a n d s t r u c t u r e s w i l l b e t a k e n 
o v e r b y n o n - w e s t e r n c h u r c h e s . H o w m u c h d i f f e r e n t l y wil l 
t h e y r e a d t h e G o s p e l s a n d t h e E p i s t l e s t h a n d i d A u g u s t i n e 
a n d L u t h e r a n d W e s l e y a n d w e . 
T h i s a l l m a y s e e m a f a r c r y f r o m t h o s e g l i m p s e s o f 
G o d ' s g r a c e w e c a u g h t in t h i s a r t i c l e t o w h i c h w e r e f e r r e d , 
b u t 1 c o u l d n o t h e l p b u t r e f l e c t o n t h e t o l l t w o m i l l e n n i u m s 
h a v e t a k e n o n t h e C h r i s t i a n w i t n e s s in t h a t l a n d w h e r e 
P a u l p l a n t e d t h e f i r s t w e s t e r n c h u r c h e s . A n d I w o n d e r e d a s 
w e l l w h a t l e s s o n t h e o b s e r v a t i o n m a y h a v e f o r us . 
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Does God Always 
Answer Prayer? 
A. W. Tozer 
Con t r a ry to popular opinion, the 
cultivation of a psychology of un-
critical belief is not an unqualified 
good, and if carried too far it may be a 
positive evil. The whole world has 
been booby- t rapped by the devil, and 
the deadliest t r ap of all is the religious 
one. E r r o r never looks so innocent as 
when it is found in the sanctuary. 
One field where harmless- looking 
but deadly t raps appear in great p ro fu-
sion is the field of prayer . There a re 
more sweet notions about prayer than 
could be contained in a large book, all 
of them wrong and all highly injur ious 
to the souls of men. 
I think of one such false notion that 
is found often in pleasant places con-
sorting smilingly with other notions of 
unquest ionable or thodoxy. Is is that 
God always answers prayer. 
This error appears a m o n g the saints 
as a kind of al l -purpose philosophic 
therapy to prevent any disappointed 
Chris t ian f rom suffering too great a 
shock when it becomes evident to him 
that his prayer expecta t ions are not 
being fulfilled. It is explained that God 
a lways a n s w e r s p r aye r , e i ther by 
saying Yes or by saying No, or by 
subst i tut ing something else for the 
desired favor. 
Now, it would be hard to invent a 
neater trick than this to save face for 
the pet i t ioner whose requests have 
been rejected for nonobedience. Thus 
when a prayer is not answered he has 
but to smile brightly and explain, 
" G o d said N o . " It is all so very 
comfor t ab le . His wobbly faith is saved 
f rom confus ion and his conscience is 
permi t ted to lie undisturbed. But I 
wonder if it is honest. 
To receive an answer to prayer as 
the Bible used the t e rm and as 
C h r i s t i a n s h a v e u n d e r s t o o d it 
historically, two elements must be 
Dr. Tozer was a preacher and writer with The 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. This article 
is from his book. Man: The Dwelling Place of 
God and is used by permission of Christian 
Publications, Harrisburg. PA. 
present : ( I ) A c lea r -cu t reques t 
made to God for a specific favor. 
(2) A clear-cut grant ing of that favor 
by God in answer to the request. There 
must be no semantic twisting, no 
changing of labels, no altering of the 
m a p during the journey to help the 
embarrassed tourist to find himself. 
When we go to God with a request 
that He modify the existing situation 
for us, tha t is, that He answer prayer, 
there are two condit ions that we must 
meet: (1) We must pray in the will of 
God and (2) we must be on what old-
f a s h i o n e d C h r i s t i a n s o f t e n ca l l 
"pray ing g round" ; that is, we must be 
living lives pleasing to God. 
It is futile to beg God to act con-
trary to His revealed purposes. To 
pray with confidence the petitioner 
must be certain that his request falls 
within the broad will of God for His 
people. 
The second condition is also vitally 
i m p o r t a n t . G o d h a s no t p l a c e d 
Himself under obligation to honor the 
requests of worldly, carnal or dis-
obedient Christ ians. He hears and 
answers the prayers only of those who 
walk in His way. "Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we 
confidence toward God. And what-
soever we ask, we receive of him, 
because we keep his commandments , 
and do those things that are pleasing 
in his sight. . . . If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
y o u " (I John 3:21, 22; John 15:7). 
God wants us to pray and He wants 
to answer our prayers, but He makes 
our use of prayer as a privilege to 
commingle with His use of prayer as a 
d isc ip l ine . T o receive answers to 
prayer we must meet G o d ' s terms. If 
we neglect His commandmen t s our 
petitions will not be honored. He will 
alter situations only at the request of 
obedient and humble souls. 
T h e G o d - a l w a y s - a n s w e r s - p r a y e r 
soph is t ry leaves the praying man 
without discipline. By the exercise of 
this bit of smooth casuistrv he ignores 
the necessity to live soberly, righteous-
ly and godly in this present world, and 
actually takes God ' s flat refusal to 
answer his prayer as the very answer 
itself. O f course such a man will not 
grow in holiness: he will never learn 
how to wrestle and wait; he will never 
know correct ion; he will not hear the 
voice of God calling him forward; he 
will never arrive at the place where he 
is morally and spiritually fit to have 
his p r a y e r s answered . His wrong 
philosophy has ruined him. 
That is why I turn aside to expose 
the bit of bad theology upon which his 
bad philosophy is founded. The man 
who accepts it never knows where he 
stands; he never knows whether or not 
he has true faith, for if his request is 
not granted he avoids the implication 
by the simple dodge of declaring that 
God switched the whole thing around 
and gave him something else. He will 
not allow himself to shoot at a target , 
so he cannot tell how good or how bad 
a m a r k s m a n he is. 
Of cer ta in pe r sons J a m e s says 
plainly: " Y e ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts." F rom 
that brief sentence we may learn that 
God refuses some requests because 
they who m a k e them are not morally 
worthy to receive the answer. But this 
means nothing to the one who has 
been seduced into the belief that God 
always answers prayer. When such a 
man asks and receives not he passes 
his hand over the hat and comes up 
with the answer in some other form. 
One thing he clings to with great 
tenacity: God never turns anyone 
away, but invariably gran ts every re-
quest. 
T h e t ru th is tha t G o d a lways 
answers the prayer that accords with 
His will as revealed in the Scriptures, 
provided the one who prays is obedient 
and t rustful . Fur ther than this we dare 
not go. 
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In the footsteps of the Apostle 
Glimpses of God's Grace 
Edward Kuhlnian and Howard Land is 
The " root lessness" of modern socie-
ty s e e m s to h a v e sen t v i r t u a l l y 
everyone in search of roots and begin-
nings. Family trees, ancestries, and 
origins are current themes as the quest 
for identity is pursued. If the contem-
porary church in Amer ica were to seek 
out its source, it would have to turn to 
Greece for its beginnings. When the 
Apost le Paul , on his second mis-
sionary journey heeded his Macedonia 
call and sailed across the Aegean Sea 
f rom Troas to Neapolis . he planted 
the first church on European soil. 
F rom that historic point, the spread 
of the church westward began and the 
roots of every Amer ican Chris t ian are 
firmly embedded in the rocky soil 
of ancient Hellas. 
For the fourth t ime, we led a student 
s tudy-tour to Greece during the three-
week J a n u a r y (1979) term at Messiah 
C o l l e g e . A l t h o u g h t h e p r i n c i p a l 
academic focus of the excursion was 
cross-cultural , the t radi t ional classical 
and Chris t ian sites were visited and 
examined. A m o n g them were the 
restored palace of King Minos at 
Knossus where the mute remains echo 
the life of four millennia pas t—the 
solemn shrine of Delphi nestled among 
the Parnassus mounta in range—and 
the majest ic Par thenon haughtily sur-
veying modern Athens f rom its 
prominence upon the Acropol is—each 
in itself, deserving more than the 
meager t ime we were permit ted to 
The writers are both members of the faculty, 
Messiah College—Edward Kuhtman, Associate 
Professor of Education; Howard Landis, Pro-
fessor of Psychology. 
muse upon it. 
Wending our way down the Via 
I g n a t i a f r o m P h i l i p p i t h r o u g h 
sea at Methoni where Paul sailed to 
Athens, we re-traced the Apost le 's 
path. Standing reverently before the 
Bema at Corinth , we recalled that we 
must all stand before the Bema of 
Christ to give account of the deeds 
done in the body. Reading f rom Acts 
17, we sat pensively upon M a r s Hill 
sensing something of the dynamic of 
the great Apost le that drove him to 
preach the gospel where Chris t was 
not named. 
There is that living link that con-
nects all of us to the c rad le of 
Christ iani ty and to Greece, to which 
we are all indebted for it was here 
early Chris t ians "sounded out the 
word of the Lord . " O u r ties of faith 
are firmly embedded in the fabled land 
where r e m e m b r a n c e s of the rich 
legacy of " fa i th , hope and char i ty" 
a b o u n d and where the g r o u n d is 
hallowed by the feet of those who 
preached the gospel of peace. 
The testimony of the 1st Century 
church in Greece is largely silent now 
d e s p i t e t h e o u t w a r d d i s p l a y of 
re l igious f o r m . M o s t G r e e k s a r e 
nomina l ly O r t h o d o x . The v ib ran t 
witness of two millennia ago has been 
reduced to hollow sounds in the es-
tablished church. There is, however, a 
small yet rich witness that continues to 
flourish a m o n g the lifeless forms of 
ritual and there are evidences of 
resurgence as the evangelical efforts , 
with freedom and increased oppor-
tunities, kindle fires of gospel fervor 
within the somber and shadowy towns. 
Evangelical believers number about 
2 0 , 0 0 0 in a p o p u l a t i o n o f a p -
proximately 9,000,000. The single 
largest concentrat ion of Christians is 
in the Macedonian city of Katerini , 
and a sizeable congregation bears an 
unmis takable witness to the grace of 
God in their lives. Again this year we 
were graciously hosted by our Greek 
Brethren in Katerini for more than a 
week and the full fellowship we en-
joyed was the highlight of our event-
filled experience. 
W e shared t o g e t h e r in f o r m a l 
church service worship and in informal 
fellowship gatherings. The students 
from Messiah College interacted with 
the young people of the church and 
barriers of language and culture soon 
dissolved in the presence of Christ ian 
k i n s h i p a n d n e i t h e r G r e e c e n o r 
G r a n t h a m was s ign i f ican t as we 
learned of the oneness of those who 
are in Christ Jesus. 
W e became aware (often painfully) 
of the lack of facilities and supports 
with which Amer ican Chris t ians a re 
all too comfor tably famil iar . Believers 
in Greece have few of the conveniences 
and ad juncts to faith which we take for 
g r a n t e d . T h e r e a re no Chr i s t i an 
schools or colleges or regular round of 
organized church activities to keep 
them occupied. There is a serious note 
to their faith and al though expressedly 
joyful , the superficiality of which we 
are often guilty seems to be less 
characterist ic of their commi tment to 
Chris t . 
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A m o n g the many experiences which 
could be chronicled, there were three 
vignettes which the Lord permitted us 
on this t r ip which were part icularly 
meaningful and spiritually enriching. 
These were those all too infrequent 
momen t s when God allowed us to 
push aside the artificiality of pompous 
piety and view with spiritual clarity 
and hushed reverence, unembellished 
fidelity to him. At a t ime when the 
Amer i can church confuses the wind, 
fire and ea r thquake of religious activi-
ty wi th G o d ' s p resence , we were 
allowed to hear the still small voice of 
the Lord in three seemingly insignifi-
cant lives. 
* * * 
The hospital room was inadequate 
by Amer ican s tandards—a bed, a 
small table and little else. N o televi-
sion t o enter ta in , no nurses obedient to 
the slightest beckoning, no modern 
facilities. W e slipped into the room 
and were greeted by a smiling brother 
who welcomed us. He carressed his 
young daughte r whom he held affec-
t ionately dur ing our hour-long conver-
sation. He had t ime for her and for us. 
H e was a C h r i s t i a n w o r k e r now 
recovering f rom painful surgery, but 
his personal d iscomfor t did not deter 
him f rom sharing his story with us. He 
now pastored a small church and 
looked a f t e r a needy congregat ion. H e 
had been raised in Or thodoxy but 
sensed a lack in his life a t an early age. 
W h e n he was th i r t een y e a r s o ld , 
th rough incidental contact with a Bi-
ble which he had begun to read, he 
received Chr i s t into his life. Despite 
harsh opposit ion in his home, he read 
the Bible regularly until it was taken 
away f rom him. He hungered for 
fellowship, but failing to find any 
other believers, he affi l iated himself 
with a Jehovah ' s Witness g roup and 
for a number of years he continued 
with them to satisfy his pressing need 
for fellowship. Realizing, however, 
tha t they were in error , he eventually 
severed ties with them as the Lord 
graciously brought him into contact 
with the first t rue believer he had 
known. 
As he related his story to us in calm 
and contented tones, we were struck 
by the tranquil i ty of his life and the 
tes t imony he bore to the sufficiency of 
Christ in si tuations of which many of 
us would have despaired. W e prayed 
together , commended each other to 
the Lord and then we quietly withdrew 
f rom a bleak hospital room which had 
strangely become something like a 
sanctuary. 
* * * 
W e drove one af ternoon to a remote 
village some distance f rom Katerini 
where we met Nicos. His ancestry was 
rooted in the nomadic Viachs who 
roamed the hinterlands of Nor thern 
Greece and the Balkan areas where for 
generations his forebears had 
shepherded flocks. Now he tended a 
gas station in the village. He greeted 
us enthusiastically, delighted that we 
were the re to visit h im. He was 
genuinely honored that we (college 
professors of rank and status) would 
grace his house with our presence. 
The house was small and spartanly 
furnished. W e huddled together in the 
only heated room. Nicos spoke no 
E n g l i s h but G e o r g e , o u r G r e e k 
brother , interpreted for us. We learned 
that Nicos had become a believer but 
his wife strongly oppossed his expres-
sion of faith. He had fellowshipped 
with the Katerini church for a while 
but to reduce domestic conflict, he felt 
it wise to limit church a t tendance to an 
infrequent visit. He was, nevertheless, 
eager to study the Bible and his per-
sonal devotional life seemed intense. 
W e sat in the simple room, warmed 
by the small stove and sipped tea 
brewed f rom leaves which had grown 
on Mt . Olympus. Once a year , Nicos 
climbed the slopes of the fabled mount 
to a spot where he claimed the leaves 
were unlike any other and he gathered 
his year ' s supply. T h e leaves were 
tender and f ragrant , and as we sipped 
the flavorful brew, we shared in God ' s 
goodness. An obscure corner of the 
world was brightened. A voice from 
the street outside momentar i ly dis-
turbed the tranquil i ty. A man wanted 
some gas for his t rac tor but Nicos told 
him to wait and we continued without 
d is turbance for thirty minutes more. 
How much we are slaves to im-
med iacy , we t h o u g h t . Te l ephones 
r inging—alarm clocks summoning us 
to insignificant tasks—but these were 
ignored here while people were pres-
ent. Gasol ine and t ractors can wait 
for a while. There 's always time for 
those things but my guests deserve my 
undisturbed attention was his un-
mistakable message. 
Through the single window in the 
room, we gazed in disbelief at the 
awesome spectacle of majest ic snow-
capped Mt . O lympus thrusting itself 
skyward. Nestled near the base of this 
mounta in of myth and history, the 
little village was bathed in an ethereal 
ambience. Remote f rom the realm of 
American preoccupation with excite-
ment and exaggerat ion, Olympus sym-
b o l i z e d o u r e x p e r i e n c e t h a t 
day—hushed and reverent, with bowed 
heads and unshod feet, we were privy 
to a divine disclosure of God ' s t rue 
blessing upon the meek of the ear th. 
She was delicate and demure and 
she sat unobtrusively in the meeting. 
Af ter the meeting ended, she asked if 
she could talk with us. We went to a 
side room near the recreation hall and 
we sat t oge the r a round a smal l 
wooden table in the unheated building. 
She fidgeted nervously with her fingers 
and began speak ing hal t ingly in 
strained but unders tandable English at 
first, but soon resorted to her native 
Greek which George interpreted for 
us. She, alone in her family was an 
evangelical and she c a m e to church as 
of ten as she cou ld . H e r pa r en t s 
resented her faith and often beat her 
for her uncompromising test imony. 
S h e s p o k e w e a k l y a t t i m e s , in 
whispers, as she told us of her desire to 
serve Christ and to be true to him. She 
was studying for her entrance ex-
aminat ions to the university (only 20% 
of the applicants are admit ted) and she 
requested prayer that God would 
grant her admission if it was his will. 
Like a f ragi le plant seeking the 
sunlight and warmth of spring, she 
struggled to survive amid the coldness 
of sp i r i tua l i nd i f f e rence . Severa l 
moments of shared fellowship and 
prayer seemed to refresh her soul and 
she told us of her burden for a friend 
to whom she had been witnessing and 
for whom she unceasingly prayed. Her 
concern was not really for herself, but 
for ano the r—for others whom she 
sought to reach—family and friends. 
W e a r e so s e l f - c o n s u m e d in 
America and the ' T V ' always seem to 
have it. But here was a witness for 
Christ , unnoticed and unannounced. 
We prayed and assured her of our 
support . She smiled, thanked us, held 
our hands as though she didn' t want to 
go, but then slipped away quietly f rom 
the room and out into the night. 
Perhaps we will never see any of 
these three saints again, but they will 
not be forgotten by us. T i m e and 
d i s t ance a re ba r r i e r s to physical 
presence, but not to spiritual kinship. 
Our lives were enriched by those brief 
but meaningful glimpses of God ' s 
grace in Greece. 




The Air Hill and Mount Rock 
congregations held a joint vesper service on 
Sunday evening. April 29 Glenn Miller, pastor of 
the United Methodist Church of Greencastle, 
spoke on the theme of "Prophecy in These 
Times." • Rev. and Mrs. Earl Brechbill were 
honored by their family on their 40th Wedding 
Anniversary at a family dinner held at the Antrim 
House, Greencastle, Pa. The Brechbills are 
members of the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church and have spent their 4 0 years together 
in mission work and Christian service. The 
Speers, a musical group from Nashville, 
Tennessee, were the guest musicians at the 
Antrim Church on Sunday morning, April 22. 
During the Sunday school Hour they sang to a 
nearly full house of about 400 persons in 
attendance. B ishop Alvin Book paid his first 
visit to the congregation on that Sunday and 
brought the morning message. 
Clarence and Ethel Boyer celebrated their 
55 Wedding Anniversary and their 80th birthday 
on April 2. They were both bom on the same day 
of the same year and 25 years later were married 
on their birthdays. They are members of the 
Marlyn Avenue Church. • A Mother-Daughter 
Banquet was held by the Big Valley congrega-
tion on Friday evening. May 11. Cora 
Buckwalter was the evening speaker. • The 
Third Day, a musical group from Messiah 
College, presented a program at the Carlisle 
Church on Sunday evening, April 22. It was a 
homecoming for Craig Gephart, who is both a 
member of the group and is also a member of 
the congregation at Carlisle. 
The Singles of the Cedar Grove congrega-
tion planned and enjoyed a Mystery Meal on 
Saturday evening. April 28. The special speaker 
for the evening was Roberta Jones. • The 
Chambersburg congregation set as a goal for 
the month of March an average attendance of 
300. The average attendance for the month was 
over 313. As part of the March Sunday school 
emphasis was the reading of the books of 1 and II 
Corinthians. The reports are that the two books 
were read through 754 times by the congrega-
tion. 
The 40th anniversary of the Pioneer Girls 
Club organization was observed by the 
Clarence Center Church on April 1 Pioneer 
Girls has been a part of the Clarence Center 
Church for 17 years. Jane Long, wife of the 
pastor. Richard Long, is Chairman of the local 
committee. • Sam Dalton. an evangelist from 
Englewood, Co.. was the guest minister at the 
Fairview Avenue Brethren in Christ Church on 
April 29-May 4. Duane Beals, professor of 
Educational Ministries at Messiah College was 
the guest speaker at the Fairview Avenue 
Church on Sunday morning, April 22. 
The new summer schedule for Sunday 
worship at the Grantham congregation is Sun-
day School at 9:00 and Worship following at 
10:00. This schedule will continue through 
September 2. The congregation plans to begin a 
program for the mentally retarded during the 
Sunday school and worship hours. This program 
will begin in the fall. Three members of the 
Grantham congregation will be accepting 
pastorates in Brethren in Christ congregations. 
Merle Brubaker accepted a call to the Lan-
caster Church. Phil Keefer will be going into a 
new church in the Kitchener area of Ontario 
and Kevin Ryan will be assuming the pastorate 
of the Zion Church near Abilene. 
J a k e and Nancy S h e n k were guest 
speakers at the Green Spring congregation 
April 22. The pastor of the congregation, Rev. 
Lome Lichty, was serving as guest speaker in a 
series of Deeper Life services at the Hanover 
congregation • A reception service for 7 new 
members was held by the Hollowell congrega-
tion on March 25. On April 1, ground was 
broken for a new parsonage for the associate 
pastor of the congregation. Robert Byers. 
Rev. Elwood Flewelling, who has served 
as interim pastor of the Jemison Valley con-
gregation returned for a Spiritual Life Emphasis 
March 14 18. A musical group from Houghton 
Academy shared with the congregation on Sun-
day morning, March 25. • The April issue of the 
Messiah Village Echoes reports that the nurs-
ing and medical staff at the Village consists of 
21 registered nurses; 3 licensed practical nurses; 
41 aides; 2 orderlies; and 1 medical secretary. 
This staff is under the direction of the newly 
appointed Director of Nursing, Sharon Crowe, 
and Nursing Supervisor, Carol Bubb. 
The Mount Holly Springs received as a gift 
32 Bibles (NIV) from Mrs. Kenneth Winger as 
a memorial to her recently deceased husband. 
During his employment at Messiah College they 
worshiped at the Mt. Holly Church. • Richard 
Morris was installed as pastor of the Mt. Rock 
congregation on April 1, by Bishop Alvin Book. 
There was an informal fellowship planned in the 
evening which provided an opportunity for the 
newly appointed pastor and his wife and the 
congregation to become acquainted. 
A celebration of the 40th anniversary of the 
marriage of Rev. and Mrs. Avery Musser was 
held April 8 in the fellowship hall of the Mt. Rock 
Church. • Donald Vundla, a student at 
Messiah College from Rhodesia, was the guest 
speaker at the Mowersville Brethren in Christ 
Church on April 22. • The Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary Choir presented a concert at the 
Paramount Church on Saturday evening, 
March 31. • Milt and Lura Maiman of the 
Messianic Hebrew Christian Fellowship shared 
of their ministry to the Jews with the Redland 
Valley congregation in a recent service. 
Atlantic 
The Bethel Brethren in Christ Church near 
Hillsville. Virginia, hosted a teacher training 
seminar, March 25 and 26. 75 persons from five 
denominations participated in the seminar. On 
Easter Sunday, the Pell Brothers ministered to 
the Bethel congregation in music. • On Sunday 
evening. May 20. the Cross Roads congrega-
tion joined with the local Mennonite and Church 
of the Brethren in a praise service with Henry 
Ginder as the guest minister. 
The Messiah College Choral Society 
presented a service of worship and inspiration 
during the Sunday morning worship service on 
April 1 at the Elizabethtown congregation. • 
The Highland Park near Dublin, Virginia, 
cooperated with other community churches in 
the sponsoring of a preaching crusade by Dr. 
Myron Augsburger March 9. 10, 11. Richard 
Alderfer of the Highland Park Church, served 
as Crusade Chairman. 
Luke Keefer, Jr., a member of the faculty at 
Messiah College was the guest minister at the 
Hummels town Church on Easter Sunday 
morning. • John and Esther Spurrier spoke 
at the Sunday evening service at Lancaster 
Church on April 22. John and Esther recently 
returned from a ministry of medical work in 
Zambia. During that ministry there John served 
as president of the Christian Medical Association 
of Zambia and was the doctor in charge of the 
Macha Hospital. • Rev. Ravi Zacharias was the 
guest evangelist for Spiritual Life Conference 
held at the Manor Church March 11-16. On 
Sunday, March 25. the Manor congregation 
received 10 new members into church 
fellowship. The Speers, a gospel singing group 
from Nashville, Tennessee, brought the Sunday 
evening program, April 22, at the Manor 
Church. • The Refton congregation has signed 
an agreement to purchase additional land for 
church expansion. Three youth of the Refton 
congregation are planning to be in summer 
service during the summer months. Cindy 
Shank to the British Virgin Islands, Leonard 
Wolf to Alaska, and Jeff McMichael in beach 
and resort ministries with Campus Crusade for 
Christ. 
The Niagara Christian College Choir 
presented a concert to the Skyline View 
Church on Thursday evening, April 12. John 
and Roberta Reitz have accepted a call to 
become the associate pastor and wife of the Sky-
line View congregation beginning July 1. John 
is a graduate of Messiah College and will 
graduate from Ashland Theological Seminary 
in May. 
Canadian 
Sunday, May 6, was the day of music for the 
Bridlewood congregation with the River 
Brethren Musical group from Niagara Chris-
tian College participating in the morning 
worship hour and Messiah Col lege Singers 
being present for the evening service. • Six 
members were received into fellowship by the 
Cheapside congregation on Sunday, April 22. 
• The Houghton congregation hosted a 
Church Growth Seminar, conducted by Bishop 
Donald Shafer, on Wednesday, April 18. The 
congregation dedicated the new addition to their 
church plant on Sunday afternoon, April 29. • 
Sunday evening, April 8. was the occasion of the 
Victory Dinner for the Massey Place congrega-
tion at which time gifts of pledges in the amount 
of $80,000 were received for the goal of $150,-
000 which they have decided is necessary to 
have on hand for the construction of their new 
facility. It is anticipated that over $100,000 will 
be on hand by the time all of the gifts and 
pledges have been received. 
Roy Sider was guest minister at the N e w 
Life Brethren in Christ Church, Collingwood, 
Ontario, on April 1. The young people of the 
congregation presented Brother Sider with a 
check for $1,033 to go to the work in Nicaragua. 
• A Christian Commitment Crusade was con-
ducted by the Colborne congregation on 
March 25-29 with Doug Sider, pastor of the 
Massey Place congregation as the guest 
minister. • Harold Albrecht was installed as 
lay minister of the Rosebank congregation on 
February 7. 
The Adult Choir of the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ presented the cantata. "Hallelujah! 
continued to page eleven 
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recognit ion of a g rowing pacifist ic senti-
ment . 
" D e n o m i n a t i o n a l church support for 
this bill is wide and g r o w i n g , " said Sen. 
M a r k H a t f i e l d ( R " — Ore".) w h o co -
sponsored t he bill with Sen. Mike Gravel 
(D. — A l a s k a ) . H e cited s ta tements issued 
in recent years by the U .S . Ca tho l ic 
Confe rence , the Genera l Confe rence of the 
Uni ted Methodis t Church and the Genera l 
Synod of t he United C h u r c h of Chr is t . 
"Poss ib ly the most compell ing aff i r -
mat ive s t a t emen t to d a t e c a m e f rom the 
O c t . 7-8 N e w Ca l l to P e a c e m a k i n g 
C o n f e r e n c e in Green L a k e , Wisconsin ," he 
said. 
The m e a s u r e would set up a Wor ld 
Peace T a x Fund to receive that port ion of 
the funds taxpayers would shunt f rom 
d e f e n s e a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . T h e s e n a t o r 
emphas ized that the bill, if passed into law, 
would not lower total tax payments or 
diminish tax obl igat ions. 
M o r e M e n Than W o m e n Favor 
Dra f t ing Females into Arm\ 
A poll of New York metropol i tan a rea 
residents shows 48 per cent favor restoring 
the d ra f t instead of relying on volunteers 
for the U . S . a r m e d forces; 43 favor use of 
volunteers, 9 per cent don ' t know. If the 
d ra f t law were to be restored, 50 per cent 
said they favored d ra f t i ng women as well 
as men; 45 per cent opposed d ra f t i ng 
women , 5 per cent d idn ' t know. 
The Dai ly News Opinion Poll, taken 
M a r c h 12-14 in a r a n d o m telephone s am-
ple of 400 adul ts , showed tha t men were 
m o r e favorab le t o d ra f t ing women than 
were w o m e n . S ix ty per cent of men 
favored d r a f t i n g women ; 40 per cent of 
women favored d ra f t i ng women. 
The re a re now 724,000 men and 50,000 
women in the A r m y . T h e d ra f t ended in 
1973. T h e A r m y Chief of S taf f Gen. 
Bernard Roger s told Congre s s in March 
that A r m y reserves a re short 500,000 
m e m b e r s and he wanted to d r a f t 100,000 
m e m b e r s a year to bring the reserves up to 
700,000. Army Secre tary Cl i f ford Alex-
ander has since staled that " the re is no 
necessity fo r the resumption of the d r a f t . " 
Missionary Out reach Is 
Planned for China Main land 
Dr . Louis L. King, president of The 
Chr i s t i an and Miss ionary All iance an-
n o u n c e d t o d a y that this evange l i ca l 
d e n o m i n a t i o n is establishing a China off ice 
in H o n g Kong . Th i s new missions center , 
an extension of Al l iance ministries in 
H o n g K o n g , wil l m a k e Bib les a n d 
e v a n g e l i s t i c t r a c t s a v a i l a b l e to lay 
Chr i s t i ans who enter the People 's Republ ic 
of Ch ina as touris ts . It will also provide 
in fo rmat ion on e m p l o y m e n t oppor tuni t ies 
for those who desire to work in mainland 
China . 
Dr. King said, "By t he way Chr is t ians 
c o n d u c t t h e m s e l v e s a n d quie t ly b e a r 
witness will the Ch inese c o m e to know 
Chris t . C h i n a now has a populat ion of one 
billion persons who have been cut off f rom 
the gospel for thirty years . Never have we 
had such an enormous task to be carr ied 
out by our lay people!" 
Christ ian Films Selected For 
Red ( hina 's School S \ s t e m 
T h e M o o d y Insti tute of Science recently 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t t w o of i ts f i l m s . 
W I N D O W T O T H L U N I V L R S L and 
W A T L R : T H L C O M M O N N E C -
C E S S IT Y, have been previewed and pur-
chased by Chinese educators for use in 
their school system. T h e films were taken 
into the People 's Republ ic of China last 
Oc tober by a film impor t / expo r t company 
operat ing out of Southeast Asia. 
T h e f i lms were accep ted under a 
p r o g r a m ca l l ed the " F o u r M o d e r -
nizat ions." The Chinese Government is 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g w a y s t o i m p r o v e i t s 
educat ional system dur ing this 20-year 
program with the goal of catching up with 
the modern world by the year 2,000. These 
are the first Chris t ian fi lms to enter Red 
China since it closed in 1945, according to 
M I S spokesman. 
Handel ' s 'Mess i ah ' 
Performed in Moscow 
Hande l ' s majest ic " M e s s i a h . " with its 
ringing a f f i rma t ion of Chr is t ian faith and 
hope, was presented at the Conserva tory , 
Moscow ' s most impor tan t concert hall, on 
two consecutive nights. The pe r fo rmance 
(April 13 and 14) was thought to be the 
first such in the Soviet Union since the 
C o m m u n i s t s took over in 1917. 
T h e p rogram notes tried to underplay 
the religious significance of the work, 
p r e s e n t e d a s t h e R u s s i a n O r t h o d o x 
prepared to celebrate Easter on April 22. 
" T h e 'Mess iah , ' " said the text, "is a hymn 
to the people, not to the Lord. In fact, the 
people t hemse lves b e c o m e their own 
mess iah ." 
Homosexuali ty can he 'unlearned ' 
New Sex Research Stud> Concludes 
Homosexual i ty is not a genetic disorder 
or illness, but a " l ea rned behav io r" that 
can be " u n l e a r n e d " by many homosexuals 
seeking a change, according to a new study 
by sex researchers Dr. Wil l iam II . Mas te r s 
and Virginia I:. J o h n s o n . 
F ind ings of t he d e c a d e - l o n g s tudy 
appear in a new Maste rs -Johnson book, 
Homosexuality in Perspective, to be 
published by Little, Brown & C o m p a n y . It 
is the third book based on their laboratory 
sex studies at the Mas te r s and Johnson 
Inst i tute in St . Louis. 
" T h e current concept that the sexually 
dysfunct ional or dissatisfied homosexual 
male or female cannot be treated without 
an 80 or 90 per cent overall failure rate is 
simply e r roneous , " Dr. Mas ters and Mrs . 
Johnson said. 
I.( M S Membersh ip I.oss Declines 
In 1978, Contr ibutions Increase 
Member sh ip figures for 1978 in The 
Lutheran Church-Missour i Synod indicate 
a decline, but far less than in 1977. 
In 1978, baptized membersh ip declined 
by 24,645, to 2,742,313. The number of 
total congregat ions at year ' s end 1978 was 
6,023, down by 28. This compares to losses 
occurred as a result of the Synod 's recent 
doctr inal controversy. On the "p lus" side, 
total contr ibut ions f rom throughout the 
church amoun ted to an all- t ime high of 
$397,621,267, nearly $31 million over 
1977, lor an 8.5 percent increase. 
Israel Nex t Trip for 
Pope John Paul II? 
Pope John Paul II. a f te r an audience 
with a g r o u p of Jewish leaders f rom 
around the world, expressed the wish " t o 
come to Israel soon ," it was reported 
today by one ol the members of the Jewish 
delegation. 
Rabbi M a r c H. T a n e n b a u m , Nat iona l 
Director of Interrel igious Af fa i r s of the 
American Jewish C o m m i t t e e , described 
the meeting between the Pope and the 
Jewish leaders f rom four continents as one 
that was "charac te r ized by deep mutual 
respect and personal w a r m t h . " 
" I n his fo rmal address ," Rabbi Tanen-
baum said. " P o p e John Paul II spoke of 
the close relaledness of Christianity to 
Juda i sm, and he called for s t rong e f for t s to 
fos te r f r a t e r n a l d i a l o g u e and f r u i t f u l 
col laborat ion between Cathol ics and J ews 
throughout the wor ld . " H e also reported 
that the Pope had " forcefu l ly repudiated 
all forms of ant i -Semit ism and d iscr ima-
tion as opposed to the very spirit of 
Chr i s t i an i ty . " 
Southern Presbytci ian T a s k Force 
I rges \hol i l iou of Death Penalty 
A task force of the Presby terian Church 
in the U . S . ( P C U S ) has issued a rei tera-
tion of the southern denomina t ion ' s 14-
year-old s tand against the death penal ty. 
The Church ' s Task Force on Cr iminal 
Just ice wrote: "Whi l e we recoil at the 
cr imes of some who face execution, we 
recall that Jesus specifically rejected the 
law of retaliat ion in the Se rmon on the 
Mount ( M a t t h e w 5-7) ." The task force 
issued the s ta tement as the s ta les of 
A l a b a m a and Flor ida were in d i f ferent 
stages of prepara t ion for the executions of 
J o h n Louis Evans I I I a n d J o h n A . 
Spinkel l ink, respectively. 
I irsl liaplisl Church of Dal las 
Tops SH( Membersh ips with 211,(145 
T h e l a r g e s t c o n g r e g a t i o n in t h e 
Southern Baptist Convent ion was First 
Baplist Church , Dallas, again this year . 
Dr. W. A. Criswcll is pas to r of the 20,045-
member congregat ion . 
The church of S B C president J i m m y R. 
Allen, First Baplisi Church in San An-
lonio, was ihe sixth largest, according lo 
the statistics released by Baptist Press. The 
statistics show that m o r e than one third. 
(13,464), of the congrega t ions have m o r e 
than 300 members . Twelve congrega t ions 
hold more than 7,000 members . 
I cmpcrancc Leaders 
I ndergo Tra in ing 
T e m p e r a n c e leaders f rom twelve s ta les 
and C a n a d a are registered for the 34th 
Annual Leadership Tra in ing School of the 
Nat ional W o m a n ' s Chris t ian Temperance 
Union presently underway at the head-
quar te rs in Evanston, III. 
Mrs . H e r m a n Stanley , president of the 
n a t i o n a l t e m p e r a n c e o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
declared tha t , " t h e heal th, welfare, c r ime 
and economic problems of the na t ion , 
created by the liquor t raf f ic as well as 
other narcot ic drugs , g rows daily. touching 
the lives of both t he add i c t ed , the i r 
families, and jobs . Stat ist ics also indicate 
rapidly increasing use of these products 
among children and teenagers ." 
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The Baptist General Conference, as the Brethren 
in Chris t , are in the midst of an aggressive 
denominat ional growth emphasis. As is ours, it is 
entitled "Doub le in a Decade ." 
Church Growth: America asked Rev. Bruce 
Jones, Director of Evangelism and Church Growth 
of the B G C to relate the denominat ion ' s 1979 
emphasis on prayer as an essential factor in church 
growth. W e share this article with the readers of the 
Visitor. (Page editor). 
I Thought You'd 
Bruce Jones 
While there a re many elements to 
effective evangelism, one impor tant 
ingredient is essential . . . The in-
gredient of prayer . Earnest , directed 
prayer is impor tan t for the individual 
Christ ian: " I t is God ' s way regularly 
to withhold his blessing until his peo-
ple s tar t to pray. ' Y e have not because 
ye ask not . ' God will m a k e us pray 
before he blesses our labors in order 
that we may constantly learn afresh 
t h a t w e d e p e n d o n G o d f o r 
everything."1 Prayer is also vital to 
e f f e c t i v e e v a n g e l i s m fo r t he in-
st i tut ional church. Donald McGavran 
has said, " A church may have all the 
factors which lead to frui tfulness yet, 
not seeking the blessing of God, re-
main barren. Churches which grow are 
churches which seek earnestly the 
gracious power of G o d . ' " 
Cer ta inly the New Tes tament pic-
ture is clear: prayerfulness precedes 
frui t fulness; burden begets blessing; 
asking results in receiving. Jesus not 
only said, "wi thout me ye can do 
no th ing . " but promised " . . . I have 
chosen you and ordained you that you 
should go and bring forth fruit (i.e. 
new disciples) and that your fruit 
should remain; tha t whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the F a t h e r in my name, he 
may give to you . " (John 15:16) Behind 
t h e e x t e n s i v e b l e s s i n g of P a u l ' s 
e v a n g e l i s t i c e n d e a v o r s w a s h i s 
burdened heart and prayer life. His 
" h e a r t ' s desire and prayer to God for 
Is rae l" was that they might be saved. 
He could even wish himself "accursed 
f rom C h r i s t " on their behalf ( R o m a n s 
9:1-3/10:1) . N o wonder he of ten re-
quested prayer for his preaching of the 
Gospel . ' 
The N e w Tes tament pat tern is con-
vincing. Sain ts in the early church 
engaged in prayer as part of the 
Spir i t ' s ministry in evangelism (Acts 
1:8, 14/2: I f f , 37, 42, 47). They would 
Reprinted from Church Growth: America. 
Used by permission. The address for the maga-
zine is 150 S. Los Robles, Pasadena, CA 91101. 
The one-year subscription price is $10. 
not let opposition in the field deter 
them (Acts4:31 etc.), nor dissension in 
the flock distract them (Acts 6:4 etc.) 
f rom prayer. One scholar notes, " T o 
the use of the Scriptures , the early 
Christ ians added prayer as a pr ime 
necessity in all evangelistic enterprises 
. . . evangelism was God ' s work, 
through men. They knew he would not 
reveal himself to pagans in saving 
power unless they displayed their utter 
d e p e n d e n c e on h i m t h r o u g h a 
prayer ." 4 
Examples from church history con-
firm this principle and students of 
rev iva l o f t e n n o t e the p l a c e of 
p r e v a i l i n g p r a y e r in p o w e r f u l 
m o v e m e n t s of G o d . T h e 1857-58 
American revival was primarily a 
laymen's prayer movement . On July 1, 
1857 a quiet but zealous businessman 
named Jeremiah Lanphier took an 
appoin tment as a city missionary in 
downtown New York. He invited 
others to join him in a noonday prayer 
meeting every Wednesday. "Accord-
ingly, at twelve noon September 23, 
1857, the door was opened and the 
faithful Lanphier took his seat to 
await the response to his invitation. At 
t w e l v e - t h i r t y t h e f i r s t p e r s o n 
appeared . Within six months ten thou-
sand businessmen were gathering daily 
in New York for prayer , and within 
two years a million concerts had been 
added to American churches."5 The 
principle is simple and scriptural: if we 
do ea rnes t business with God in 
evangelistic praying, God will do 
business with us in evangelistic results. 
Prayer , therefore, has become a key 
part of the 1979 Baptist General 
Conference emphasis on evangelism 
and church growth for the United 
Sta tes and C a n a d a . 
T h i s y e a r o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
leadership was led to God to pursue to 
objective " T o engage 40% of our 
Bapt i s t Genera l C o n f e r e n c e con-
stituency in a commitment to pray for 
specific names a n d / o r numbers of 
people who need to come to know 
Christ as Lord and Savior , confess 
their faith through bapt ism, and iden-
tify with a local body of believers. But 
how do you invite over 125,000 people 
to par t ic ipate in " t h e adventure of 
evangelistic praying?" 
The words of a familiar chorus were 
part of the original concept of this 
program and provided a key to its 
development. 
" L o r d , lay some soul upon my 
heart , 
And love that soul through me; 
And may I humbly do my part 
T o win that soul to thee ." 
W e wanted to challenge people to 
make a Fai th-Prayer Commi tmen t in 
which they would do two things, 
(1) ask the Lord to reveal to them the 
names a n d / o r numbers of people for 
whom they should pray, then (2) agree 
that through faithful prayer in 1979 
they would ask God for those people 
to " c o m e to know Chris t as Lord and 
Savior, . . "6 
To present this challenge a simple 
brochure was developed entitled, " I 
Thought You 'd Never A s k ! " It por-
trays the concept that Chr is t is waiting 
for us to pray, since often "we have 
not because we ask no t . " God has 
chosen that we become a part of his 
purpose to reach people through the 
involvement of intercessory prayer. 
The Fa i th -Prayer Commi tmen t con-
tained in the brochure is asking that 
God lead us specifically in that process 
as we covenant to pray this year. In 
addition, people are invited to share 
their p rayer lists with prayer par tners 
and on a church " p r a y e r log" so 
united prayer can be offered as well. 
In addition to the brochure, a plan 
was developed to extend this invitation 
to our people. First the commi tmen t 
w a s m a d e by d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
leadership last Fall who, in turn, 
shared it with hundreds of pastors in 
scheduled meetings as part of a per-
sonal "di f fus ion process ." Pas tors 
were given the brochure and a manual 
which described the plan for im-
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Never Ask! 
plementa t ion in the local church and 
resources for an emphasis on prayer . 
It is t r a d i t i o n a l fo r m a n y B G C 
churches to have a " P r a y e r W e e k " 
emphasis . Pas tors who wanted to in-
volve their churches were asked to 
m a k e their own commitment , then 
share it with their prayer leadership on 
a personal basis and, eventually, with 
all their people during prayer week or 
ano ther oppor tune time. To date, hun-
dreds of our churches a re involved and 
thousands of people are praying for 
t h o s e l o s t l o v e d o n e s , f r i e n d s , 
neighbors, and associates. 
We, as a Conference , are excited 
about the adventure of evangelistic 
prayer tha t many of our people a re 
engaged in this year . T h e early known 
results of fai th-prayer commi tment in 
lives show how God is waiting to 
answer evangelistic prayer: 
O n e church prayed for a woman 
who had no interest in spiritual things. 
The next morning she called a member 
on the phone to ask questions about 
the Lord . 
A pas to r ' s wife m a d e a special plea 
for prayer on the M o n d a y night of 
prayer week regarding a woman in her 
ne ighborhood Bible study. The next 
m o r n i n g t h e w o m a n e a r n e s t l y 
accepted Chris t with the help of the 
pas tor ' s wife. 
O n e of our pas tor ' s daughters made 
a prayer list which included two school 
friends. A few days later they both 
accepted Chris t in the church 's girls 
club p rog ram. 
A denomina t iona l worker , who was 
acting par t - t ime as a church extension 
pastor , m a d e a c o m m i t m e n t to put a 
number of couples on his prayer list. 
Within a few months two of these 
couples had accepted Christ and one 
has been baptized and joined the 
church. 
O n e pas tor was challenged on a 
M o n d a y evening to make a prayer 
c o m m i t m e n t and then spent a troubled 
night wrestling with God about the 
effectiveness of evangelistic prayer . 
H e reminded the Lord of a young man 
he and the young man 's father had 
been praying for, and in the morning 
put his name on the list. That af ter-
noon the young man called to tell the 
pas tor the night before a Christian 
friend had shared Christ with him, and 
that day he had committed his life to 
the Lord. 
Churches involved in the program 
have had a renewed vision for ministry 
and outreach. 
Laity are developing a fresh desire 
to pray for those outside of Christ and 
the church. 
Why not join in the adventure of 
evangelistic praying? Your people will 
be blessed and goal-directed. Your 
own ministry and life will be positively 
affected. And your church will grow 
. . . as God gives the increase! 
FOOTNOTES 
'J. II Packer, Evangelism And the Sovereignly 
of God. Inter-Varsity Press. Chicago, 1961, p. 
122. 
Donald McGavran. How Churches Grow. 
Harper and Row. New York, 1954, p. 57. 
'See: Col 4:2-4; Lph. 6:19-20; 11 Thess. 3:1 -2. . 
'Michael Green. Evangelism In The Early 
Church. Wm. B. berdmans, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1970, p. 235. 
J. Edwin Orr, Good Mews in Bad Times—Signs 
of Revival. Zondervan . Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, 1953, pp 12-13. 
""1 Thought You'd Never Ask" Brochure, 
Baptist General Conference. 1978. 
A Year of Becoming 
"To as many as received him, to them, he gave the right to become 
the children of God—" John 1:12. 
For the Moreno Valley Communi ty Church of the Brethren In 
Christ, 1978 has been a year of becoming. We count it a privilege that 
God has given us that right. 
As part of our rather long name, we are a community church—a 
church aiming at being involved in the life of Moreno, California. The 
Lord has given us several avenues of involvement. As the only church 
in town, our fellowship hall is the meeting place for the two local 
organizations—The Moreno Improvement Commit tee and the 
Moreno Volunteer Fire Department , both good contacts for the 
church. 
Our primary responsibility is to the Lord. As his church we provide 
a balance of worship, study, fellowship, and outreach experiences. 
Although there was a slump in our Sunday School at tendance this past 
year, already the beginning months of 1979 show a steady increase, 
and this is exciting. We ministered to 100 in our 1978 vacation Bible 
school, and are trusting well over that number this coming summer . 
1978 brought growth to our morning worship, both spiritual and 
numerical, such that we will be adding a second service in September 
1979. Exciting revival meetings were held last spring with many 
finding Christ and rededicating their lives to him. This year we will 
have a spiritual renewal series in June and a revival in October. Pray 
for us as we become all God would have us be. 
W e have begun a monthly newsletter enabling us to reach every 
household in Moreno. Our church park is near completion as is also 
our nursery facility. Within a year we will finalize our Christian Day 
Care center. Thursday mornings provide the women of Moreno with 
an indepth study into God 's Word. 
As Brethren In Christ we are excited about being a part of a church 
reaching around the world for Christ . Our people have caught this 
vision, and our goal for 1979 is to triple our missions giving over that 
of 1978. 
With Joy In Service, 
Ric Feeney, pastor 
May 25, 1979 9 
Suggestions Concerning 
Church Growth 
W h a t are f a c t o r s that promote growth in the c o n g r e g a t i o n . 
1. A deep concern for growth is t ranslated into careful 
goa l se t t ing and p lann ing t h a t involves p a s t o r , 
leadership, and all persons within the congregation. 
2. M e m b e r s a re enthusiastic about their church, faith and 
pastor . 
3. There is openness and acceptance of new persons. 
4. New p e r s o n s are a s s imi la ted by being involved 
significantly in responsibilities fitting their gifts and 
needs. 
5. The congregat ion is willing to expand the variety and 
number of groups that work within the fellowship so 
that persons with many different interests and goals are 
a ccommoda ted . 
6. The congregat ion is willing to accept change and is 
willing to allow for divergence f r o m the accepted 
norms. 
7. Members are able to speak meaningfully about their 
faith. 
8. Long pastorates are a quality of rapidly growing 
churches. When congregat ions grow, addit ional staff 
persons (paid or volunteer) are added to sustain the 
growth. 
9. The congregation is willing to spend much effor t in 
discerning the real needs of people in the fellowship and 
communi ty , and will plan program to fit these needs. 
W h y do people join a s p e c i f i c congrega t ion? ( O n a v e r a g e ) 
(Does not add up to 100%) 
1. 5% walk in off the streets (either because they move 
into the communi ty and attend the nearby church, 
denominat ional label, etc.) 
2. 5% are a t t racted by the program of the congregation. 
3. 15% are at t racted because they have met or heard of the 
pastor. 
4. 2-5% join in response to visitation evangelism projects. 
5. 5% are at t racted by an active Sunday School 
6. 75-89% are invited or brought by a friend or relative (in 
rapidly growing churches this is 90-95%). 
—Lyle E. Schaller 
Director, Yoke Fellow Inst i tu te 
Having served nearly 15 years in missions service in 
Rhodesia, Lois Jean Sider recently began an assignment 
at the David Livingstone Teachers Training College in 
Livingstone, Zambia. The following is from a recent news-
letter from Lois Jean. 
Still Feeling My Way 
Dear Friends: 
I have been in Z a m b i a for jus t a few 
months now. I wish you could come 
and visit me here. The college is really 
a little c o m m u n i t y of its own, about 2 
miles f rom the town of Livingstone, 
and about 8 miles f rom the scenic 
Victoria Falls, the Zambez i River, and 
the closed border-crossing-bridge (into 
Rhodesia) . F r o m my house at the 
college 1 can look south and see the 
hills across the border . The spray f rom 
the Falls can be seen rising above the 
trees when you are down by the ad-
ministrat ive buildings of the college. 
T h e c o m m u n i t y h e r e is m u c h 
different f rom a mission stat ion com-
munity, because there is a much 
g r e a t e r v a r i e t y of p e o p l e a n d 
backgrounds . Five little girls, about 
eleven and twelve years old, were 
visiting me on one of my first weeks 
here. They are daughters of tutors here 
at the college. Four families were 
represented and when I questioned 
them I found tha t they at tended four 
d i f f e r e n t c h u r c h e s — B r e t h r e n in 
Chris t , Angl ican , R o m a n Catholic , 
and Seventh Day Adventis t . They 
were speaking English to me, but when 
I inquired what language they spoke at 
home, I found that two families spoke 
Tonga , one Bemba, and one Lozi. So 
that illustrates the diversity among the 
Zambian staff members here. The 
little girls are all eager to collect 
foreign s tamps , so you know what will 
happen to the s t amps on the letters you 
send me. 
A m o n g the expatr iate tu tors there is 
much diversity. There are two single 
lady missionaries—one is Scottish and 
the other British. Two Mennoni te 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e couples f r o m 
Canada and a missionary family f rom 
the States give a Nor th American 
slant to things. Two Indian tutors 
present the Asian point of view; two 
tutors f rom Denmark and one f rom 
Fin land provide a f u r t h e r inter-
national flavour. 1 think the students 
at the college do well not to get 
confused by the different English 
accents they hear from their various 
tutors. 
I arrived here four weeks af ter 
school had opened and found the 
students all settled into the school 
routine. 1 a m gradually learning to 
know the ones in my English classes. 
It is near the end of the academic year 
for them. The second year students 
graduate on April 10 and af ter about a 
month ' s holiday begin teaching in the 
primary schools. 
I am still at the stage of feeling my 
way and not being sure where I fit in. 
But everyone is quite helpful in trying 
to assist me in my ad jus tment . The 
one thing they can' t change is the 
weather. M y first two weeks here 
coincided with an uncomfor tably hot 
spell, and 1 really thanked the Lord 
when we got a little rain which broke 
the heat. 
T h e L o r d h a s d e f i n i t e l y been 
helping me in my adjus tments here. 
M a n y t imes since I 've arr ived, the 
words of that chorus, "Learn ing to 
Lean on Jesus" have been going 
through my mind. I think he wants to 
teach me to lean more on him than I 
ever had before. F m sure he will lead 
in areas of witness here. Pray that I 
will be sensitive to his leadings. 
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What a Savior!" on Easter Sunday evening. The 
choir is conducted by Susan Day and is 
accompanied by Julie Sherk. Three con-
gregations, representing three fellowships joined 
in a baptismal service in the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church on Palm Sunday. The three 
congregations participating were The Free 
Methodist Church, Ridgeway; The Church of 
Christ Disciple. Windmill Point; and the 
Sherkston congregation. 
A record attendance of 302 women attended 
the Canadian Conference Women's Missionary 
Auxiliary Day, held on Saturday. April 28, at the 
Wainfleet Church. Marj Van Der Puy of World 
Radio Missionary Fellowship, was the guest 
speaker. • The Bond of Love of the Wainfleet 
Church provided the music. Another record was 
set when $ 3 2 0 0 was given that day in the 
offering of which $1,200 was designated for the 
purchase of kitchen equipment for Brethren in 
Christ women's classes in Nicaragua. Another 
$2,000 was contributed for the purchase of a 
commercial refrigerator at Montreal Lake 
Children's Home. 
Central 
The pastor of the Bethel Brethren in Christ 
Church. Merrill. Mi., served as the evangelist for 
the congregation in a series of meetings. May 16-
27. Don and Shirl Gessner were the song 
evangelists for the services. • The Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, have 
been studying in the evening service the Old 
Testament Tabernacle, under the leadership of 
Pastor Ken Gibson. • Elwyn and Meredyth 
Hock participated in the morning worship 
service, April 8, at the Christian Union 
Church. The Hocks are on short furlough from 
Rhodesia where Elwyn is in charge of the 
Matopo Book Room. 
The Dayton congregation maintained a 
tradition of making candy Easter eggs which are 
then sold by members of the church with the 
proceeds going to different needs of the con-
gregation. More than 1,200 eggs were made and 
sold this Easter • Bishop Climenhaga of the 
Central Conference announces that Henry and 
Martha Miller have accepted the invitation of 
the Faiiview congregation for another term of 
service. 
A seminar on Biblical fasting was conducted 
by Ken Gibson, pastor of the Beulah Chapel 
congregat ion, Springfield, Ohio, for the 
Highland congregation, near West Milton. 
Ohio. Pastor Gibson based his studies on Isaiah 
58. • The Junior Choir of the Mooretown 
Church presented the musical. "Everyone Calls 
Him Sir" at the Community Lenten Service at 
the church on Sunday evening, April 8. The 
Junior Choir is directed by Janice Slabaugh, 
wife of the pastor. 
Eli Hostetler, pastor of the S ippo con-
gregation, served as evangelist for revival ser-
vices at the Campbellsvil le , Kentucky church 
April 23-29. Don Price, a student at Ashland 
Theological Seminary was the guest minister at 
the Sippo Church on Sunday morning, April 22. 
Midwest 
Margaret Engle, a member of the Bethany 
congregation, Thomas, Ok., celebrated the an-
niversay of her birthday on April 3. She was 
ninety years old. She is a daughter of Bishop and 
Mrs. D. R. Eyster and the widowof Mike Engle. • 
A ParenTeen Crusade with Jere Brubaker as 
the guest minister was held at the Mountain 
View Church, April 1-8. Jere Brubaker is an 
evangelist from Lancaster. Pa. 
An Easter Egg Hunt for the children was 
sponsored by the Oak Park congregation, Des 
Moines, la., on Saturday afternoon, April 14, on 
the church lawn. • The choir of the Rosebank 
congregation presented the cantata. "The Last 
Week" by John Peterson, at four different times 
during the Easter season. 
Pacific 
The youth group from the Redwood 
Country Church near Grants Pass, Oregon, 
were the guests of the youth of the Labish 
congregation, near Salem, Oregon, on the week 
end of April 20-22. • Ground breaking for the 
new Christian Education unit of the Upland 
Church was held on Sunday morning. April 8. 
Births 
Danton: Lorraine Nickole, bom Feb. 11, to 
Dave and Marjorie (Hall) Danton, Cheapside 
congregation, Ont. 
Funk: Ronald, born March 14, to Russel and 
Heather Funk, Massey Place congregation, 
Sask. 
Graybill: Aaron Philip, born March 11, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Graybill, Shenks congrega 
tion, Pa. 
Heise: Chad Aaron, born March 16, to Ken 
and Becky Heise, Pleasant Hill congregation, 
Ohio. 
Hock: Jason Lael, born Nov. 20, to Ray and 
Winnie Hock, Perkiomen Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
Husson: Keith Allen, born March 10, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Husson, Shenks congregation, 
Pa. 
Jones: Donald Jr., born Feb. 27, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Jones, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Jones: Scott James, born April 20, to Kevin 
and Connie (Wolff) Jones, Brandon, Fl. They 
are members of the Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Lehman: Julia Ann, born April 17, to Jeffrey 
and Leslie Lehman, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Reece: Tasha Louise, born April 17, to Frank 
and Jessica Reece, Green Spring congregation, 
Pa. 
Rickabaugh: Samantha Clair, born March 9, 
to Kevin and Carol Rickabaugh, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Sims: Kathleen Melanie, born March 5, to 
Dan and Melanie Sims, Perk iomen Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Kennedy-Farmer; Jeanne, daughter of Mrs. 
Clyde Farmer, and Benjamin, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norman Kennedy, both of Greencastle, 
Pa., April 14, in the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church, with Rev. Wilbur Benner and Rev. 
Leroy Plum officiating. 
Kipe-Thuma: Kathleen Elaine, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. B. E. Thuma, Marietta, Pa., and 
Harry L., son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Earl Kipe, 
Chambersburg, Pa., April 14, in the Maytown 
Brethren in Christ Church with father of the 
bride officiating. 
Teitz-Sherk: Linda Sherk and Robert Teitz, 
April 7, in the Cheapside Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles Byer officiating. 
Yohe-Geedy: Tony Belinda Geedy and 
James Yohe Jr., both of Shippensburg, Pa., 
April 15, in the Green Spring Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Lome G. Lichty officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bert: Mrs. Leah Bert, Newburg, Pa., born 
April 30, 1908, died March 20, 1979. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Laban, in 
1935. She is survived by three sons: J. Leroy, 
Rev. Harry D., and Monroe S.; a brother, Rev. 
Harvey B. Musser; and a sister, Mrs. Emma 
Wenger. She was a member of the Mowersville 
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Mervin O. 
Potteiger, Rev. A. Hess Brubaker and Rev. 
LeRoy B. Walters conducted the funeral service 
in the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church. 
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery. 
Blume: Francis (Frank) P. Blume, Lancaster, 
Pa., bom July 26, 1919, died April 11, 1979. He 
wa the son of Adam and Rosalie Roas Blume. He 
is survived by his wife, Ruth E. Campbell Blume; 
a brother, Gustav; three half-brothers; and four 
half-sisters. Rev. John B. Hawbaker conducted 
the funeral service in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the Habeckers 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Cunningham: Tracy L. Cunningham, Port 
Colborne, Ont., died March 23, 1979, at the age 
of 19. She was the daughter of Gordon and Joan 
Cunningham who survive. She is also survived 
by two brothers: Greg and Lee; and a sister, 
Corene. Rev. Gordon Gilmore conducted the 
funeral service in the Port Colborne Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the Doan's 
Ridge Cemetery. 
Gray: Albert Gray Jr., Mifflintown, Pa., born 
June 27, 1956, died April 15, 1979. He was the 
son of Albert and June Cooper Gray who 
survive. He is also survived by five sisters: June, 
Susan, Kathy, Linda, and Jill; maternal grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Cooper; and 
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Gray. Rev. Eugene Heidler conducted the 
funeral service in the Cedar Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church. Interment was in the Cedar 
Grove Cemetery. 
Lehman: Mrs. Dora Koser Lehman, Landis-
viile, Pa., born May 4, 1907, died April 17, 1979. 
She was the daughter of Abram and Lizzie 
Lehman Koser. She was married to Jacob S. 
Lehman who survives. She is also survived by 
two daughters: Mrs. Jean K. Schwarz and Mrs. 
Geraldine L. Ebersole; two sons: Leroy K. and 
Lee E.; 10 grandchildren; a great-grandchild; a 
sister; and a brother. Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
and Rev. Dale W. Engle conducted the funeral 
sevice in the Manor Brethren in Christ Church. 
Interment was in the Mastersonville Cemetery. 
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Mt. Rock Hosts 
Family Life Seminar 
Act yourself into a new way of feeling 
instead of feeling your way into action. 
The Family Life Semina r held at the Mt . Rock 
Brethren in Chr is t Church , Apri l 3, 1979, proved to be an 
inspirational as well as an educational occasion. 
Dr. J. Allan Petersen, the guest speaker , challenged his 
listeners to reach forth to more fulfilling relationships 
within the home and also in the church family ministry. 
" A c t i o n " was the one word that stood out to me in the 
day session. 
1. Jesus was a man of action. 
2. Act ion precedes unders tanding. 
3. Action completes and fulfills faith. 
4. Act ion stabilizes a person. 
5. Only action gets the work done. 
The rally in the evening included a musical package of 
inspirational music by David and Dee Ann Thrush . The 
address of the evening by Dr. Petersen was entitled, " H o w 
to Have a Grea t M a r r i a g e . " He gave these three clues: 
1. Have a positive a t t i tude—our fu ture is always better 
than our past ; also our failures can be our oppor-
tunities for success. 
2. Have a present acceptance—the only way to change 
a person is to accept them now. 
3. Have a practical adequacy—be able to say, " I ' m 
so r ry . " 
Dr. Petersen also emphasized that marr iage never fails, 
people do. The only way to improve marr iage is to 
improve people. 
T h e practical instruct ions and insights of Dr. Petersen 
caused me to leave the seminar with renewed determina-
tion to exercise more positive action in my own marr iage 
relationship. 
Bertha Thrush 
A Family Life Semina r sponsored by the Pennsylvania 
A s s o c i a t i o n of E v a n g e l i c a l s a n d the E v a n g e l i c a l 
Fellowship of Cumber l and Valley was held at the Mt. 
Rock Brethren in Chr is t Church near Shippensburg, 
Pennsylvania on April 3, 1979. The Na t iona l Association 
of Evangelicals also was represented by Rev. Darrel L. 
Anderson , field representative of N A E . Rev. Anderson 
shared in the meeting. 
The theme of the seminar "All in the Fami ly—How to 
Survive at H o m e ! " The re were sixty-six persons who 
registered for the forenoon and af te rnoon sessions. 
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Resource persons for the seminar included Dr. J. Allan Petersen 
(left), author and President of Family Concern; and Rev. Darrel 
L. Anderson (right). Field Representative for N A E . 
The main speaker was Dr. J . Allan Petersen who has 
a special ministry dealing with all phases of marr iage 
and home life. He is a recognized au thor and is president 
of Family Concern. 
Dr. Petersen pointed out these distinctive dangers in the 
minister 's home: Sacrificing H o m e for the Church; 
Marr iage is Permanent , but the Family is Tempora ry ; 
Sacrif icing the Impor tan t for the Urgent ; Sacrificing Real 
Love for Familiari ty. 
Regarding the most impor tan t element in the ministry, 
Dr. Petersen emphasized the need for action. W e are often 
long on promises, but short on action. Results of act ion: 
Gives insight, but insight is not necessarily action; action 
controls emotions; action stabilizes; action is the only 
thing that counteracts the past. Act yourself into a new 
way of feeling instead of feeling your way into action. 
Speaking on the subject, "Developing a Church Family 
Min is t ry , " Dr. Petersen pointed out why God created the 
family and the relationship between the family and church 
in responsibility for the instruction of children. Where 
does one begin in developing a church family ministry? Be 
a model—pointers instead of leaders. Build a team by 
finding a couple with the best marr iage. O n e should 
understand the difference between discipline and punish-
ment of children. 
Personal observations: the seminar made a meaningful 
contribution to my own marr iage relationship and gave 
insights for helping other families. 
A very Musser 
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Winnie Swalm to Serve 
as an Associate Director 
of Christian Education 
T h e Board of Chris t ian Educat ion is 
pleased to announce that Winnifred 
S w a l m of D u n t r o o n , O n t a r i o , 
C a n a d a , has accepted a position as 
A s s o c i a t e D i r e c t o r o f C h r i s t i a n 
Education beginning August 15, 1979. 
In this position Winnie will also serve 
as Director of Christ ian Education for 
the Canad ian Conference . Her service 
will be shared on a mutually agreed 
upon basis by the General Conference 
Board of Christ ian Education and the 
Canadian Regional Board of Chris-
tian Education. 
Winnie Swalm brings to this posi-
tion a complementary blend of ad-
min i s t r a t ive skills and Chr i s t i an 
education and congregational life. 
Af ter several years of public school 
teaching, Winnie became principal of 
the No t t awa Public School. Since 
1977 she has been the principal of the 
Byng Public School in Styner, On-
tario. 
In addition to her experience in 
public schools, Winnie has been active 
in Christ ian education in the Stayner 
congregation and more recently in the 
N e w L i f e c o n g r e g a t i o n o f 
Coll ingwood, On ta r io . In these con-
gregat ions she has served as teacher, 
Sunday School superintendent, Vaca-
tion Bible School director, and Direc-
tor of Christ ian Educat ion. 
In recent years Winnie has been 
involved in planning and directing 
area training workshops to help Sun-
day School teachers become familiar 
with The Foundation Series Sunday 
School curr iculum. Her wide interest 
in Chris t ian education is further ex-
emplified by her membership on the 
Board of Trustees of Niagara Chris-
tian College. 
Born and raised in the woodlands of 
northwestern C a n a d a , Winnie grew up 
in the Paddockwood Congregat ion. 
She graduated f rom Niagara Chris-
tian Co l l ege where she met R a y 
Swalm, son of Bishop Ernie Swalm. 
The two were married and now have 
two daughters , Louann and Teddi Sue 
and one son, Larry . 
In her assignment with the Board of 
Christ ian Educat ion, Winnie will give 
part icular at tention to teacher t raining 
and to planning and directing Chris-
tian education workshops . 
She will also adminis ter the Chris-
tian Education program in the Cana -
dian Conference. She will be available 
to congregations as a consultant in 
Christ ian education and serve the 
larger brotherhood as a resource per-
son. While she will be resident in the 
Canadian conference she will work 
closely with the other Directors of 
Christian Educat ion, John Ar thur 
Brubaker and John Yeatts, to plan 
and p romote a vital p rogram of Chris-
tian education for the brotherhood. 
Jesus 
prepared by Rachel Zehr , Normal , 
Illinois, an educational technologist 
working with the deaf in the public 
schools. 
Note: The regular Kindergarten 
Teacher ' s Guide, Teaching Packet , 
Student Guide, and Bible Story Book 
are essential to teach this course. 
C o n g r e g a t i o n s or t e a c h e r s in-
t e r e s t e d in t h i s s u p p l e m e n t a r y 
m a t e r i a l should con t ac t Evangel 
Press, 301 Nor th Elm Street, Nap-
panee, Indiana 46550. 
A Beginning: 
Foundation Series 
Supplement for the Deaf 
S u p p l e m e n t a r y p a c k e t s t o 
Kindergar ten , Quar t e r s 1, 2, and 3, of 
The Foundat ion Series, for deaf and 
hard of hearing students are available. 
The packets include resource guides 
with spec i f i c sugges t ions for the 
t e a c h e r t o a d a p t each s e s s ion ; 
vocabularly and Bible memory verse 
c a r d s ; s i gned s o n g s ; c o n c e p t il-
lustrations; and four friend puppets. 
The packets were designed for use 
with classes of deaf children or mixed 
classes of deaf, hard of hearing, and 
hearing students, ages 4-7. They were 
Signs by Rachel Zehr 
loves 
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Paul Lebo's pastor, Charles R. Burgard, 
writes: "Pau l was a devoted Christian. 
H e lived close to the Lord and was highly 
respected as a family man and a churchman. 
His testimony for Chrst was most effective 
during the last weeks o f h i s life. Several 
persons came to know the Lord as a result 
o f h i s witness." 
"Son, You're 
Coming Home Soon!!" 
Earl Lebo 
Two and a half weeks following 
surgery for a t u m o r , which had been 
diagnosed as mal ignan t , my father 
received word that his condition was 
terminal . W e were concerned about 
his acceptance of this news so we went 
to his home to encourage him. We 
never saw fa ther in such good spirits. 
H e told us not to worry about him for 
he was going to heaven. And then he 
told us abou t the vision that he had 
had while in the hospital for his sur-
gery. 
It was the night before his surgery. 
Late that evening, a nurse came in and 
offered him a sedative. He declined, 
saying that he was quite comfor table . 
Short ly a f te r she left, he had terrific 
pain in the area of the tumor . He 
prayed and asked forgiveness for 
anything in his life that wasn ' t right 
and then prayed that God would 
relieve him of this pain. Then he felt 
someone start ing to massage the area, 
and looking up saw two heavenly 
beings, and they said, " W e have 
someone we want you to mee t . " 
T h e s e heavenly min i s t e r s then 
carried him to the window sill. They 
placed him on a golden escalator, 
which had been prepared for him 
outside the hospital window. It started 
to move, taking him heavenward. He 
couldn' t see to the top, but the longer 
he went the lighter it got . The four 
heavenly beings accompanied him but 
did not talk to him. In the distance he 
could hear music which got louder as 
he moved u p w a r d — H e exclaimed, 
" W h a t singing and what beauty, you 
can' t imagine!" He went into the sky 
and through a ra inbow. There were 
colors of which men on earth never 
thought . The smell was so fresh and 
clean you didn ' t even have to breathe 
the air. T h e r e was just space and more 
space. When he got to the top, he saw 
his mo the r in her earthly form. It was 
d e f i n i t e l y h e r , d r e s s e d l i k e he 
remembered her on earth. He said 
" M o m " and she placed her hand on 
his shoulder and said, "Son , you ' re 
coming home soon!" " I thought I was 
going then. I didn' t think I was com-
ing b a c k , " he said. 
Fa ther talked to no one about this 
e x p e r i e n c e fo r t w o - a n d - o n e - h a l f 
weeks, except to tell the Pas tor he had 
something good to tell him. But the 
nurses sensed something happened. 
O n e said she entered the room that 
night, sensed he had company, and left 
n o t w a n t i n g to d i s t u r b t h e m . 
I m m e d i a t e l y fo l lowing the vision 
someone said to fa ther , " T h a t was 
something supernatura l , wasn' t i t?" 
On the first visit to the office of the 
surgeon, the doc tor told father, " I 
heard you had some experience in the 
hospital. I could tell it during sur-
gery ." The morning following the 
surgery a nurse said to him, " Y o u had 
some experience last night, didn' t 
you?" 
F a t h e r was r e a d m i t t e d to t h e 
hospital a few weeks af te r our visit to 
his home. A Cathol ic sister while 
making her nightly visits came to 
fa ther ' s room. He greeted her and 
asked her if she remembered him f rom 
his previous stay. She responded, 
"Yes , you are the man that had the 
experience in Room 618. I wish I 
could have been there when you came 
back d o w n . " And yet , as far as we 
know, fa ther hadn ' t told anyone about 
it. He did say he recalls clapping his 
hands af ter the vision and saying, 
"P ra i se the Lord !" maybe a hundred 
times, well, maybe a thousand t imes." 
Af te r father shared with us concern-
ing his vision, we better understood 
why his hospital experience had been 
so easy for him and for us. We recalled 
our visit with him the af ternoon prior 
to surgery when he assured us he was 
ready to meet his M a k e r and that he 
had commit ted this thing to the Lord, 
and had no f e a r of surgery . W e 
remember being amazed at father 's 
att i tude. 
Fa ther shared his vision with us on 
December 8, 1978, and exactly one 
month later the Lord saw fit to t ake 
him home. During that month we 
frequently rejoiced with father as he 
talked about his vision. 
When telling father of a s ta tement I 
had heard, " I f there is one thing I 
want to learn on ear th , it is how to 
land on heaven's shore , " he responded 
by saying, " N o , Earl, you don ' t learn 
how to land on heaven 's shore, they 
jus t lead you right in ." He also said 
the Bible has more to say about 
heaven than we realize. He spoke like 
the voice of experience. The hospital 
staff just couldn't believe a man could 
be so anxious for heaven. They said, 
" H e knows where he's going." Two or 
three nurses, as he shared his hope 
with them, were saved. Several nurses 
asked that he pray for them and he 
did. He said he didn ' t understand why 
G o d gave him this pr ivi lege and 
repeatedly said, " I don ' t understand 
why God would do this for Paul 
Lebo ." 
F a t h e r was r e a d m i t t e d to t h e 
hospital on December 27 with fluid on 
his lungs. W e believe it was a miracle 
that he didn ' t have pain that following 
week. T h e nurses and doctors couldn' t 
believe that he was free of pain. Fa ther 
said " H e was as content as a sparrow 
in a bushel of w h e a t . " Then on 
Janua ry 8 the Lord took him home. 
Fa ther wanted three things things 
before he died: the cattle sold, a house 
bought in town for his wife, and to 
spend Chr is tmas with his family. God 
granted all three! 
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Editorial 
On the Reading of Church Bulletins 
A sizeable n u m b e r of church bulletins come to my desk. 
It is jus t possible that the n u m b e r may decrease fol lowing 
this editorial . 
I d o read these bulletins. It is an interesting experience. 
C h u r c h bulletins will never be found in an anthology of 
great l i terature but they d o reflect the charac ter and life of a 
congrega t ion , and , like letters, say someth ing about the 
t imes and the writers. 
This edi tor ial is no a t t empt at p ro fund i ty but I use it as 
an oppor tun i ty to share observat ions m a d e af ter more than 
ten years of reading church bulletins. 
Observation 1: One of the most impor tan t investments a 
congrega t ion can m a k e is the purchase of a good typewriter 
and a good dupl icat ing machine , or the contrac t ing for the 
services of such equ ipment . High a m o n g congregat ional 
gifts is that of typists and dupl ica tor opera tors . 
F o r m a n y congregat ions the church bulletin is the closest 
they come to the publ ishing of p romot iona l material . If the 
bulletin is poor ly pr in ted, the copy poor ly a r ranged , and 
e r rors abound ing , the devil can brea the a little easier. 
I used to th ink that the "church bulletin h u m o r , " which 
appeared in the Reader's Digest and similar publicat ions, 
was contr ived. I no longer a m so skeptical. It is a sense of 
b r o t h e r h o o d which restrains me f r o m print ing a similar, 
occas ional co lumn in the Visitor. 
Observation 2:1 o f ten note the absence of a sermon title. 
M y initial and involuntary react ion is " W h y no title?" The 
most char i tab le exp lana t ion is that the bulletin was 
p repared and pr inted early in the week. The sermon had 
not yet been named . 
Somet imes char i ty does not prevail and I a m tempted to 
w o n d e r if the absence of a se rmon title is indicative of the 
low pr ior i ty in t ime and impor tance given to this part of the 
worsh ip service. So instead of assuming that the bulletin 
was pr inted t o o early I a m tempted to assume that the 
s e rmon was prepared too late. 
Observation 3: I a m impressed with the number of 
" s p e c i a l p r o g r a m s " w h i c h a r e i n c l u d e d in t h e 
congregat ion ' s life. I def ine "special p rog rams" as those 
which do not use the resources of the staff and local 
member sh ip but are built u p o n guest speakers, films, 
art ists , o r groups . 
A secondary observat ion is that a high percentage of 
these special p r o g r a m s represent persons, groups , or 
agencies outs ide the denomina t ion . This is both 
unde r s t andab l e and necessary. It is unders tandab le 
because bo th size and geography limit the resources 
avai lable within the denomina t ion fo r such programs. It is 
necessary because there are ministries f r o m outside the 
church which are beneficial t o ou r church life. May we 
never become so exclusive tha t we close our doors and our 
minds and our pulpi ts to ministries which are not f r o m 
within the group. 
Along with my observat ion, however, I do have some 
real concerns. We need to constant ly ask if we are 
confus ing enter ta inment with worship and emphasiz ing 
inspirat ion at the cost of a word f rom God. 
Malcolm Mugger idge has raised serious quest ions 
concerning the ability of the television medium to 
communica te the gospel. He has no doub t overstated his 
case. But he has brought to the f ront the relation of the 
medium to the message. At what point does the integrity of 
the gospel message suffer and even get lost in the search for 
a method which entertains? 
Ano the r concern relates to what a cons tant and 
extensive use of resources f r o m outside of our 
denomina t ion does for our sense of b ro the rhood and for 
general conference suppor t . The p rograms and public 
services of a congregat ion call fo r pu rpose—not just the 
filling of a schedule. With that in mind judgmen t needs to 
be exercised in the selection of "special events." 
To open our pulpits to those of ano ther doctr inal 
t radi t ion can easily be interpreted by the congregat ion as 
suppor t of that t radi t ion. It is not so much what is said in 
the pulpit as the impr imatu r which the opening of the 
pulpit gives to that t radi t ion. 
A similar s i tuat ion develops when oppor tun i ty is given 
to an organizat ion f r o m outside the denomina t iona l 
s tructure. Of ten their presentat ion is more obviously 
p romot iona l than the doctr inal posi t ion of a guest speaker 
may be. This has a tendency to divert funds , loyalty, and 
personnel to ministries which are no more wor thy and 
sometimes less wor thy of our suppor t than are our own 
programs. 
I am neither suggesting the closing of our pulpits to 
non-Brethren in Christ speakers nor our Sunday evening 
hours to non-denomina t iona l or special programs. This 
would be neither wise nor practical. 
The concern is that pas tors and church boards and 
p rog ram planners be aware of the influence which these 
special p rograms have on the life and fu tu re of the 
congregat ion and be conscious of the responsibili ty owed 
to the denomina t ion for building unity and b ro the rhood . 
P rog rams should have purpose beyond the filling of an 
hour on Sunday evening or doing something "special" on a 
Sunday morning . 
The purpose of our public services is well summarized in 
Ephesians 4:12: 
" F o r the equ ipment of the saints fo r the work 
of the ministry, fo r bui ld ing up the body of 
Chris t , unti l we all a t ta in t o the uni ty of the 
fai th a n d of the knowledge of the Son of G o d , 
to m a t u r e m a n h o o d , to the measure of the 
s ta tu re of the fulness of Chr is t , so that we m a y 
no longer be chi ldren, tossed to a n d f ro and 
carr ied abou t with every wind of doc t r ine . . . " 
It would be well to read our church bulletins in light of 
that purpose. Z. 
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Some time ago I passed a massive 
excavat ion in central Chicago. The 
area was carefully barr icaded, with 
walkways built at the edges to handle 
pedestrians. Some thought fu l soul 
knew the power of curiosity and had 
placed holes at varied heights—and for 
a few momen t s I became a "peeping 
T o m . " 
The excavat ion went down abrup t -
ly, as near as one could tell, to bedrock. 
Huge pours of concrete and massive 
founda t ions were being laid. 
M o n t h s tumbled f r o m the calendar , 
and finally, above the barr icades a 
steel skeleton began to rise f r o m its 
grave. Ult imately the Sears Tower rose 
as a mighty giant in the heart of the 
windy city. 
One can hardly guess how many 
years of p lanning preceded the excava-
tion, let a lone the unbelievable t ime 
spent invisibly, before steel began to 
rise f r o m the g round . 
T o o many in the "now" generat ion 
want to ignore such a lesson. They 
delete the fact that Moses spent eighty 
years "unde rg round" before he s tood 
as a giant in the heart of his world. 
They would neglect to consider the 
thirty years of obscuri ty of our Lord 
that prepared Him for three years of 
visibility. 
When 45,000 people filled Not re 
D a m e Stad ium, Sou th Bend, to hear 
Billy G r a h a m address the closing serv-
ice of the Mich iana Crusade , most of 
them never considered the "excava-
t ion" that had preceded the "raising of 
steel." 
If one were to count the first known 
prayer or the place where it all began, 
then the unde rg round effor ts took 
twenty years. If f r o m the first letter of 
invitation, then five years; if f r o m the 
initial commit tee meetings, then nearly 
two years. The crusade gained public 
visibility for less than six months , and 
the campaign itself five days. Twenty 
years for five days. 
The writer is pastor of the Gospel Center 
Church, South Bend, Indiana. This article is re-
printed from Emphasis, publicaion of the 
Missionary Church. Used by permission. 
The con tempora ry mind that de-
mands immediacy, a "now" app roach 
to life, must forever fail! Greatness of 
soul and success in significant achieve-
ment do not come quickly. 
Dr. Pau l Rees has been called the 
"prince of the pulpi t ." Those who are 
discerning recognize him as a giant in 
Bible exposi t ion. When he speaks, 
they are thrilled. The public is im-
pressed and young preachers emulate 
his style. They seize on a novelty and 
imagine that his al l i teration will make 
their mediocri ty magnif icent . 
Wha t most people do not know is 
his rising schedule for s tudy and prayer 
at 4:30 a.m. M a n y have never noted 
that he quickly vanishes into obscuri ty 
af ter a service and is unseen for vast 
reaches of t ime—and he is not 
watching some television p rog ram or 
reading inane t rash. He is in hard study 
"unde rg round . " Then when those 
momen t s come when he is in the 
pulpit , steel rises! 
If we are to m a k e our greatest con-
tr ibut ions, they must be made f r o m the 
solitudes of long, painful , and careful 
p repara t ion . While "underground ex-
cavat ion" is expensive, it is essential, 
and it explains the difference between 
those souls that are low-level units and 
those that are towering skyscrapers. 
